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Thank you, Mr Chairman, 

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the Member States of the European Union. 

The Candidate Countries Montenegro* and Serbia*, the countries of the Stabilisation and 
Association Process and potential candidates Albania and Bosnia and Herzegovina, as well as the 
Republic of Moldova and Georgia, align themselves with this statement. 

Mr Chairman, 

I would like to thank the Controller, Assistant Secretary General, Ms Maria Eugenia Casar, for 
introducing the statement of the Secretary General on the programme budget implications of 
draft resolution A/68/L.37 on 'Strengthening and enhancing the effective functioning of the 
human rights treaty body system" and Mr Carlos Ruiz Massieu, Chair of the ACABQ, for 
introducing the report of his Committee. 

Mr Chairman, 

We welcome the recent conclusion of negotiations in the General Assembly which resulted in the 
draft resolution on strengthening and enhancing the effective functioning of the human rights 
treaty body system.  The GA draft resolution reflects considerable work and the contribution of 
all delegations which we value highly.  As such, it is a balanced outcome which will strengthen 

                                                            
*Montenegro and Serbia continue to be part of the Stabilisation and Association Process. 



the capacity of the treaty bodies to address the increased number of ratifications (and thus 
reports) in a more timely and effective manner, and provide for sustainability with regards to 
future developments, while also supporting States parties in building the capacity to implement 
their treaty obligations. 

With the conclusion of the GA process, our role in this Committee is now of course, to consider 
the budgetary implications of what has been agreed ad ref by UN Member States in the General 
Assembly.  In that regard, we are grateful for the clear and helpful reports presented today which 
provide a good basis for our deliberations.  We are committed to constructive engagement with 
colleagues on this issue and hope we can come to a swift conclusion, not only with the 
impending end of our session in mind, but more importantly to enable the final adoption of this 
important General Assembly resolution. 

I thank you, Mr Chairman. 

 

  

 
 

 


